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TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS COMMIS-
SIONERS OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY.

My LoRrbps,

I BAVE the honour to present to your Lordships the
Twenty-sixth Report on the Post Office, being the Report for
the financial year ending the 31st March 1880.

INLAND SERVICE.
Nuwmber of Post Offices, &c.

The number of Post Offices open in the United Kingdom on
the 31st March 1880 was 912 Head and 13,300 Sub-Offices,
being an increase of 331 offices on the number last reported.
The number of letter-boxes in streets, roads, &c., on the same
date was 12,541, being an increase of 661. The total number
of places of all kinds at which letters may be posted was thus
26,753 ; and of these 2,013, or about t4th of the whole, are in
London.

New Post Office Buildings.

In the Report of last year a hope was expressed that the new London.
building in Queen Victoria Street for the Savings Bank Depart-
ment would be finished within the year. 1 regret that this
expectation was not fulfilled ; the building, however, is now
completed, and was occupied on the 3rd instant.

A new Branch Office has been opened in Queen Victoria
Street, to which a large amount of business is being attracted ;
and a large and convenient Branch Office, which was very much
needed, has replaced in Fleet Street the small and insufficient
office previously held there.

Arrangements are in progress for the enlargement of the
South-Western District Post Office, and of the Branch Office at
the Stock Exchange; also for providing a Branch Office in
Bedford Street, Strand.

Several improved offices at which the Letter Carriers arrange
their letters before commencing delivery have been established
in different parts of London, and others are in course of
construction.
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At Altrincham, Burnley, Carnarvon, Cork, Dudley, St. Helens,
Walsall, and West Bromwich new Post Offices have been brought
into use; and at Blackburn, Durham, Oxford, Scarborough, and
Southampton new offices are approaching completion.

Arrangements are in a more or less forward state for pro-
viding new Post Offices at Accrington, Bangor, Barnsley, Bourne-
mouth, Bury St. Edmunds, Buxton, Cardiff Docks, Chelmsford,
Exeter, Greenock, Haverfordwest, Hereford, Ipswich, Keighley,
Luton, Manchester, South Shields, and Weymouth, and also one
for the Eastern District of Liverpool.

Other Post Offices have been enlarged and improved, and
the new building at Glasgow, referred to in last year’s Report
as partly occupied, is making satisfactory progress towards
completion. ’

Improvements of Mail Service.

Measures are being adopted with a view to expedite the
completion of the first morning delivery of letters in the nearer
suburban districts of London.

An additional Day ‘Mail from London has been given to
Barnsley, Bedford, Chesterfield, Goole, Hull, Lynn, Macclesfield,
and Newcastle (Staff.); also to Anstruther, Cupar, Kirkealdy,
and other towns in Fifeshire; and an additional Day Mail to
London has been established from Darlington, Lowestoft,
Norwich, Sandown, Shanklin, Torquay, Ventnor, Windermere,
and Yarmouth.

The first Day Mail to Brighton, which includes letters from
all parts of the country reaching London the same morning, has
been greatly accelerated. The letters are sorted on the journey
between London and Brighton, and the delivery (being the
second delivery of the day) is mow completed in all parts of
Brighton by 10.45 a.m. :

The Night Mail Despatch from Aylesbury to London has been

' made later by an hour and a half.

" The mails to St. Columb and New Quay were placed upon the
Cornwall Minerals Railway during the year.

Arrangements were made for employing the new line of rail-
way between Llandudno Junction and Festiniog, and also the
new line throughout to Oban, affording great advantage to the
posts in both districts.

Under an agreement with the Isle of Man Steam Packet
Company, a Daily Mail (Sundays excepted) is now afforded to
the Isle of Man throughout the year, instead of during the
summer only, as was formerly the case.

A Post has been afforded to one or two of the smaller Islands
in the Orkney and Shetland group which had previously no
service whatever.

. A service of a novel kind was established on the Clyde by
placing a Post Office on board the “Columba” steam vessel
plying between Greenock and Ardrishaig, and conveying a large
number of passengers. In this vessel all the ordinary work of a
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Post Office, excepting Money Order business, is performed, the
messages received for transmission by telegraph being despatched
at each place at which the vessel calls.

The Mail Cars from Lairg to Scourie, Durness, and Lochinver,
in Sutherlandshire, now run six days a week, instead of three
days a week as formerly.

At Liverpool a plan has been adopted of affixing to the Pillar « 1pgicators”
and Wall Letter Boxes indicators by which persons posting to Pillar and
letters very close upon the stated time for collection may know JVall Letter
whether the box has been already cleared ; and the plan 1s about )
to be introduced in Edinburgh.

On the 1st March the late fee charged for posting inland gegyetion of
letters after the time at which the boxes are closed for the fee onlate
despatch of a Mail was reduced to a uniform rate of a half- letters.
penny, including those posted in the Railway Sorting Carriages
and at the Railway Stations, as well as on board the Holyhead
and Kingstown Mail Packets. This reduction of charge does
not apply to registered letters. ‘

Incidents.

In the Tay Bridge calamity a Post Office guard was among
those who lost their lives. Nearly all the mail bags were washed
ashore, or picked up, within a few hours of the accident, and the
letters, few of which were materially damaged, sent forward
to their destination.

In consequence of the extraordinary floods which occurred in
August last, causing the fall of the viaduct near Abergele, on the .
Chester and Holyhead Railway, the main communication not
only with North Wales, but also with Ireland, and even with
the United States through Ireland, was interrupted. Prompt
measures were taken to send forward the mails by the best
routes available, and the Department is indebted to the Railway
Companies for the ready assistance they afforded. Owing to
those measures, and to the rapidity with which the breach was
repaired, the inconvenience to the public was much less than
might have been expected.

uring the past winter the mails were on several occasions
much retarded by fog, but the delays from frost and snow were
inconsiderable, having regard to the long continuance of severe
weather.

Christmas Season.

On Christmas Eve the principal mails out of London were,
as in the previous year, despatched at a later hour than usual,
and special measures were again taken for meeting the pressure
of sorting duty in the Chief Office.

It may be mentioned, as showing the enormous mass of
correspondence at Christmas, that the excess of ordinary letters
dealt with at St. Martin’s-le-Grand alone amounted to nine
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millions, and that the extra weight of registered letters was
three and a half tons ;—an addition which taxed to the utmost
the capabilities of the Office, both as regards the force of sorters
arid the space available for sorting.

To some extent the pressure was relieved by being spread
over a longer period than usual ; the public, in response to an
appeal from the Department, having posted many letters and
packets two or three days before Christmas Day. It is to be
hoped that this practice will extend, and that charitable insti-
tutions and public companies which issue large numbers of
circulars at Cgristmas will avoid sending them out on Christmas
Eve.

Statistics and Miscellaneouws Informmation.

The nuraber of Mails forwarded daily between London and
the Post Towns in England and Wales is shown in Appendix A.

The principal arrangements for the conveyance of Mails by
Packets under contract between places within the United
Kingdom are shown in Appendix B.

The table furnished in Appendix C shows the estimated amount
of each class of correspondence delivered in the United Kingdom
within the year. From this table it will be observed that—

1. The number of Letters was 1,127,997,500, showing an
increase at the rate of 2 - 8 per cent. upon the previous year.

2. The number of Post Cards was 114,458,400, showing an
increase of 2+ 7 per cent.

3. The number of Book Packets and Circulars was 213,963,000,
showing an increase of 86 per cent.

4. The number of Newspapers was 130,518,400, showing a
decrease of °3 per cent.

Taking together the correspondence of all kinds, the number

was 1,586,937,300, showing an average of 46 per head of the
population, and an increase of 33 per cent. over the previous
year. :
The table furnished in Appendix D. shows that the number of
letters registered in the United Kingdom during the year was
8,739,191, being an increase of 213 per cent., and more than
double the number dealt with in 1877 before the reduction of
the registration fee. Of the above number for last year, no
fewer than 5,762,853 passed through the Chief Office.

The special envelopes sold by the Department for enclosing
registered letters are finding favour with the public. During
the year the number of letters received in such envelopes at the
Chief Office averaged 5,000 a day as compared with 4,000 a day
in 1878-9.

The registered parcels containing Christmas presents passi
through the Chief Office were 47,000 in number as compar
with 30,000 in 1878.

Notwithstanding the low charge now made for registration,
letters containing coin and articles of value are still frequently
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posted without being registered, no less than 1,417 such letters
having been observed during last year. Many more no doubt
passed unnoticed ; but, in every case in which such a letter is
detected, it is forwarded to its destination with a registration
charge of eightpence to be paid on delivery. - This penalty will,
I hope, gradually lead to the discontinuance of a practice which
. throws great temptation in the way of the Post Office servants.

In the latter part of 1877 a letter was stolen which contained
200l in Bank of England notes, and which had been posted
without being registered. Eighteen months afterwards the theft
was discovered owing to one of the notes being presented
. for payment by the wife of a Letter Carrier, the result being that
her husband was convicted of the theft and 175.. of the money
recovered. '

In another instance a theft of 5I. from a letter which was
made the subject of complaint was proved to have been com-
mitted after the delivery of the letter by the servant of the
person to whom it was addressed.

Great want of care is often shown by persons forwarding Want of care
valuable parcels. One parcel found open contained a gold watch on the part of
and many articles of jewellery. The work of the sorters is often g:u‘;}‘:;'c "
much impeded by the necessity of making such parcels secure valuable
at a time when every moment is of importance to ensure the parcels.
punctual despatch of the Mail. Exclusive of postage stamps
found loose to the number of 72,000, no less than 27,224 articles
of various kinds escaped from their covers and were sent to the
Returned Letter Office during the year, this number being about
half as large again as in the previous year.

In Appendix E. will be found a statement of the correspon- Returned
dence dealt with in the Returned Letter Offices during the Letters.

ear. :

The total number of returned letters was 5,345,678, of book

packets 3,541,103, of post cards 496,446, and of newspapers
874,741. Of the letters, 4,570,743 were returned to the writers;
78,291 were re-issued to corrected addresses ; and 170,175 from
abroad were sent for disposal to the Post Offices of the countries
from which they were received ; while in 526,469 cases the writers
had given no address to admit of the letters being returned to
them. .

No less than 21,621 letters were posted without any address, Letters posted
among which were 1,141 containing cash and bank notes to the without
amount of 433, and cheques, bills, &ec. for 4,2511. address.

Newspapers for places abroad to the number of 30,890 were Newspapers for
detained for infringement of the regulations. This number is places abroad
less than formerly owing to an alteration in the treatment of jqaned for
those posted without sufficient payment, such newspapers being regulations.
no longer detained, but sent forward to their destination with

an extra tax to be paid on delivery. :

Letters and packets stopped on account of the objectionable Letters stopped
nature of their contents numbered in all 4,500, among which on account of
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were, as usual, some containing frogs, lizards, and insects, also
sharp instruments and tools, including a marline spike.

The undelivered letters of many towns in the West of England
which were formerly sent to London for disposal, are now sent
out more expeditiously from the Returned Letter Office at
Bristol. .

It may be interesting to mention that, following the practice
pursued at London and Liverpool, the Provincial Returned Letter
Offices at Bristol and elsewhere now send undelivered magazines
and illustrated newspapers to the hospitals and other local
institutions for the use of the inmates. At Glasgow, the
periodicals that cannot be delivered are sent to the “Cumber-
land ” training ship.

FoREIGN AND COLONIAL PoSTs.

The new contract with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company for conveyance of India and China Mails,
which was announced in the last Report, came into operation
on the 1st February 1880. It provides for services at increased
rates of speed between Brindisi and Alexandria, Suez and
Bombay, and Suez and Shanghai ; and, the whole of the Mails
for these lines being now forwarded vii Brindisi, the subsidiary
line of packets between Southampton and Suez has been with-
drawn.

The rates of postage were at the same time revised, and
correspondence for India, Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, and
China can now be sent at a uniform rate of 5d. per half ounce
for letters, and 13d. for a newspaper. On correspondence for
Australia, the charge is now a uniform rate of 6d. per half
ounce for letters, and 1d. for a newspaper.

Mails to Australia are now despatched vid Brindisi every fort-
night instead of every four weeks only.

The existing arrangements for the conveyance of Mails by
Packets under contract between this country and places abroad
are shown in Appendix F.

The stagnation of trade on the West Coast of South America,
owing to the war between Chili and Peru, has led the Pacific
Steam Navigation Company to reduce the frequency of their
Packets to the Pacific ports through the Straits of Magellan.
The vessels run every fourth instead of every alternate week.

In deference to the wishes of the Government of Japan, the
British Post Office Agencies, which for some years had been
maintained at certain Japanese ports, have been withdrawn,
and the postal service is mnow conducted exclusively by the
Japanese Post Office. The regularity and efficiency of the
postal communication with this country have in no way been
impaired, and I have reason to think the English mercantile
community in Japan are satisfied with the new arrangement.
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A few more accessions to the Postal Union have taken place Accessions to
during the year. They are as follows :— Postal Union.
Ant:gl 18,
. J Dominica,
143 . Montserrat,
British Colonies - Nevis,
St. Kitts,
Tortola.
. Bulgaria,
Foreign Countries< Peru,
Venezuela.

The posta%e on letters to these places, with the exception of Reduction
Bulgaria (where the minimum Union rate of 24d. per half gg&“‘:g:t
ounce was already in force), has been reduced from 1s. to 4d. ,he,:.‘,‘p.,,,_

per half ounce.

A regulation of the Postal Union has been brought into Foreign Regis-
operation in this country for granting to the sender of a regis- “’::o“lmﬂ»—
tered letter within the limits of the Union a written acknow- ;fem;:,;dg'
ledgment of its delivery, upon payment of a fee of 24d. The delivery
number of such acknowledgments for letters passing through 3"‘“‘°dt°"f
the Chief Office is between 50 and 60 weekly. Spacial foe.

Ninety-one registered letters for this country from Turkey,

Greece, and Italy were destroyed by a fire that happened
in the Travelling Post Office between Brindisi and Turin in

December.

Packets of trade patterns between this country and France Trade Patterns
may now be sent up to a maximum weight of twelve ounces % 2nd from

instead of eight ounces, and may be of larger dimensions, viz.: — m;,:: teo-
12 inches in length instead of 8 inches. and weight
8 ”» width 1] 4 » allowed.
4 , depth 2 ,

I hope before long to arrange with other foreign countries for
a similar extension of the size and weight of packets of trade
patterns.

The estimated number of letters, post-cards, newspapers, &c. Correspon-
sent to European countries and Egypt in the year 1879, as will dence
be seen from Appendix G, was 32,941,200, or a decrease of 42 zctll:’mpem
per cent. on the previous year. The estimated number received countries and
from the same countries was 32,129,400, or an increase of 12-0 Egypt.

per cent.
TELEGRAPHS."

During the first six months of the year the number of Growth of
messages was less than in the corresponding period of the business.
previous year, but a marked increase began to show itself in the
month of October. In the four weeks to the 25th of that
month, the increase over the mesgages in the corresponding
weeks of the previous year was 296,764. This increase was
more than maintained throughout the remainder of the year,
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and the number for the four weeks ended the 27th of March
was 2,175,250 as compared with 1,795,960 for the corresponding
period in the year 1878-79. A portion of the increase in
March was due to the General Election, but the increase
generally can only be attributed to a revived activity in
trade.
The total number of messages forwarded in the year was
26,547,137, of which 12,170,093 passed through the Central
Telegraph Office in London. In the previous year 24,439,775
were forwarded, and the increase, therefore, was 2,087,362. (See
Appendix H.)

About 3134 millions of words of news were delivered to news-
papers, clubs, exchanges, and news rooms, in the United
Kingdom.

The number of Post Offices opened for the transaction of
telegraph business was increased by 71, and the total number at
the end of the year was 3,924. There were also 1,407 Telegraph
Offices open at railway stations.

In order to meet the increased requirements of the public,
your Lordships’ authority was obtained for providing additional
wires between London and many of the principal towns in the
kingdom, und these wires are now in course of erection. It had
been hoped that the necessity for incurring this heavy expense
might have been avoided by the use of fast-speed apparatus,
such as the Wheatstone Automatic; but apparatus of this kind is
peculiarly sensitive, and, in bad weather, wires which work
efficiently with the simpler forms of instruments become useless
with fast-speed apparatus. More than once, after the revival of
business in October last, there was a total failure of certain
wires on which the Wheatstone Automatic, quadruplex, and
duplex apparatus were employed, occasioning serious delay to the
messages, and rendering it necessary to have recourse to the
ordinary Morse apparatus.

A new cable has been provided from Abermawr in South
Wales to Wexford, the old cable which was laid down in 1862
having become worn out. A new cable has also been laid
between Knock Bay in Wigtownshire and Whitehead in
County Antrim.

The following cables have been repaired : viz.,
Dublin to Holyhead.
Stronsa (Orkneys).
Shapinsha (ditto).
Orkney to Sketland.
Alderney.
Pentland Firth.
Humber. .

Telegraphic communication with the Shetland Islands was on
one occasion interrupted for a week, owing to a mouse having
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nibbled at the covering of the wire in the cable hut on Sa.ﬁday
Island.

Amongst the improvements which have been effected by Improvement
officers of the department, I may mention an alteration in the "t’ow?e“’w
receiving part of the Wheatstone automatic apparatus, rendering fna;i:;:a_
it not only steadier and more constant in its working, but simpler ratus.
in its mechanism, and capable of receiving messages at the rate
of from 200 to 240 words a minute. Previous to this alteration
the apparatus could seldom in practice be worked at & higher
rate than 120 words a minute.

The private wire business continues to increase (see Appen- Private wires.
dix I). There were 1,930 renters at the end of the year, and
the aggregate of their rentals was 66,7611

A system of intercommunication between private wire renters,
which was established a few years ago at Newcastle-on-Tyne,
Middlesbro’, and Stockton, has proved successful, and it has now
been extended to Glasgow, Bradford (Yorkshire), Swansea, and
other towns. By this system the wires radiating from a head
post office to the offices and warehouses of renters can be con-
_ mnected with each other by means of an apparatus known as a
“gwitch,” so that any one renter may hold direct communication
by wire with any other renter. The convenience thus afforded
is so great that I trust the system may be found capable of
considerable development.

The telephone has been brought prominently before the publicfiihe telephone.
during the year by two companies, whose object it is to establish § ewswensn
what are called Telephone exchanges. These exchanges are
central offices, from which wires extend to the offices of sub-
scribers, and they are intended to afford a similar convenience to tk&q_
that of the system of intercommunication which the Post Office § =
has introduced.

The Department is advised that the systems of these companies
constitute an infringement of the monopoly of transmitting public
telegrams which was conferred on the Postmaster General, and
steps have been taken to protect the rights which in this respect
I hold in trust for the puglic.

The International Telegraph Conference met in London in The Interna-
June last, and the principal subject of its deliberations was that tional Tele-
of establishing a universal system of charge for international Fronce "
messages at a rate per word instead of per message. The revised
Regulations and Tariffs were signed on the 28th July, and came
into operation on the 1st April of this year, the date fixed at the
Conference.

I take this opportunity of expressing my acknowledgments for
the assistance which the Department received from the Lord
Mayor, and from the telegraph cable and construction com-
panies, in entertaining the foreign delegates, and also to the
railway companies for their co-operation in making the visit of
the delegates to this country agreeable.
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Arrangements were entered into with France and Belgium for
the introduction of a word rate of 24d. to the former country and
2d. to the latter, these rates being less than the rates which are
chargeable under the terms of the convention.

Although it is a matter in which the Post Office had no direct
Eu't, it may be mentioned that a cable was laid from Aden to
anzibar, Mozambique, and South Africa, and was opened for
traffic on the 30th December, thus placing England, for the first
tilile,' in telegraphic communication with her South African
colonies.

Ten years having now elapsed since the telegraphs were trans-
ferred to the State, it may be interesting to give some particulars
of the results which have been achieved.

At the time of the transfer, the Telegraph Companies had
1,992 offices, in addition to 496 railway offices at which tele-

ph work was parformed, making the total number of offices
2,488. At the end of the past year there were 3,924 post offices
and 1,407 railway stations open for telegraph work, making the
total number of telegraph offices within the United Kingdom
5331.

The number of instruments in use by the companies was 2,200,
exclusive of those on private wires. The number in use by the
Post Office has increased to 8,151. Of Wheatstone instruments
the Electric and International Telegraph Company used only
four, whereas last year the Post Office had 173. There were no
duplex or quadruplex instruments at the time of the transfer,
but last year the Post Office had 392 duplex instruments, and
worked six circuits on the quadruplex principle. On the other
hand, the Hughes Type Printer has been abandoned, as being
unsuitable for Post Office telegraphy, and Morse printers have
been to a great extent replaced by Sounders, which effect a saving
both in paper and in cost of apparatus.

On taking over the telegraphs, the Post Office commenced with
5,651 miles of telegraph line, embracing 48,990 miles of wire,
and these numbers have been increased to 23,156 miles of line,
embracing 100,851 miles of wire.

The total length of submarine cables connecting different parts
of the United Kingdom was 139 miles in 1869. Last year it
was 707 miles.

As regards pneumatic tubes, the only towns at which this mode
of transmitting messages for short distances was employed by
the telegraph companies were London, Manchester, and Bir-
mingham, and at the time of the transfer the number of yards of
tube in use were— :

In London - - 3,887
Manchester - - 817
Birmingham - 140

Total - - 4,844
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The Post Office has now
In London - - 37,144 yards of tube.
Manchester - - 2,026 »
Birmingham - 917 »
Liverpool - - 3,021 -
Glasgow - - 2,352 »
Dublin - - 2700 ”
Newecastle - - 460 »
Making a total of 48,620 yards of tube.

The total number of telegraphists employed by the companies
was 2,514 (of whom 479 were women), and the number of
messengers 1,471. The total number of telegraphists employed
by the Post Office last year was 5,611 (of whom 1,556 were
women), and of messengers 4,648 ;. but, besides these, many
persons are employed in telegraph work who hold no appoint-
ment on the establishment, but are paid by the postmasters out
of allowances for assistance.

There were about 6,500,000 messages forwarded by the tele- -
graph companies and by railway companies transacting public
telegraph business in the course of the year 1869. Last year the
Post Office forwarded 26,547,137 messages, so that the business
has increased fourfold.

The telegraph companies sent news to 144 towns, the
number of subscribers being 306, including 173 newspaper pub-
lishers. Last year the Post Office sent news to 313 towns, the
number of subscribers, including 518 newspaper publishers,
being 806.

During the session of Parliament, the companies sent about
6,000 words of news daily, and at other times about 4,000 daily.
- The Post Office during the last year sent an average of 25,697
words a-day when Parliament was sitting, and 21,702 when
Parliament was not sitting.

. MoNEY ORDERS.

The Inland Money Order business again shows a falling off, due Falling off
probably to the reduction of the fee on Registered Letters and gf Inland
the increase in the rates of commission on orders for small amounts,
referred to in last year’s Report.

The Money Order business with the Colonies and with foreign Increase of
countries exhibits a satisfactory increase ; and a reduction in the Colonial and
rates of commission, which came into operation on the 1st f:;ﬁ:&
January last, will tend to its further development.

Q 1706. B
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The whole business of the year was as follows :—

Number. I Amount.
|
Decrease I Decrease
! on previous ' on previous
Orders issued in the United ! year. £ ¥ e;r
Kingdom for payment - -
within the Umted ng_ 16,774,354 516,410 24,776,331 1,185,592
dom - i
! Increase Increase
' on previous on previous
Orders issued in the United year. year.
K.mgdom for payment 31,592 2,033 113,242 6,458
in the Colonies -
Orders issued in the Colo-
nies for payment in the 172,068 16,808 650,850 45,818
United Kingdom -
Orders issued in the United
Kingdom for payment in 134,781 10,609 323,927 6,212
Foreign Countries
Orders issued in Foreign
Countries for payment in 194,778 53,911 506,670 145,031
the United Kingdom
Decrease Decrease
on previous on previous
year. year.
£ £
Total - - ] 17,307,573 433,049 26,371,020 932,073

Comparing the number of 1nland Orders with the population,
it will be found that there were about 57 for every 100 persons
in England and Wales, 39 for every 100 persons in Scotland, and
19 for every 100 persons in Ireland.

A large increase is perceptible in the number of Orders drawn
in the Colonies and in foreign countries for payment in the
United Kingdom, the increase in the case of the United States
of America, where it is most marked, and in several of the
Colonies, being attributable in a great measure to remittances
from emigrants to their relatives in Ireland in relief of the pre-
vailing distress.

The number of Money Order Offices open in the United
Kingdom on 31st March 1880 was 6,060, cr 229 in excess of the

total mentioned in the last report.

Under the arrangement which now enables persons residing
in England and Wales, outside the London District, to remit
sums due in respect of Legacy and Succession Duties to the
Receiver General of Inland Revenue by Money Orders free of
charge, no less than 13,873 Orders were issued, for sums amount-
mg in the aggregate to 90,3991.

.
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In August last a measure came into force under which the Navy orders.
Accountant-General of the Navy was authorised to issue Money
Orders for official purposes. Up to the 31st March last, 12,907
such Orders, for sums amounting to 47,642l., had been issued.

Money Order business with Japan is for the present sus- Busiucss with
pended, but negotiations are pending which may probably lead J_“P;:d'“s'
to its being resumed. pended.

PosT OFFICE SAVINGS BANK.

Notwithstanding the dullness of trade and the deficiency of the Progres«
harvest that characterised the year 1879, it is satisfactory to report :}’l‘t’]:'s“é‘:‘(‘l’l‘; ,
a continued excess of deposits over withdrawals, and an increase infavourabls
m the balance due to depositors of upwards of a million and circumstauces.
a-half sterling. Most remarkable, perhaps, is the progress shown
in Ireland, considering the severe distress to which many parts rreland.
of that country have been subject. For the whole of Ireland
- there was, including interest, an increase in the balance due to

depositors of 91,583l ; and of this amount the eight counties
chiefly affected by the distress, viz, Clare, Cork, Donegal,

Galway, Kerry, Mayo, Roscommon, and Sligo, contributed no
less than 25,418/, Some interesting details on this matter will
be found in Appendix L.

The number of deposits made in the United Kingdom in 1879 Number and
was 3,347,828, and the amount 9,887,109, the number being ;':P‘;‘;?;?f
12,808 less, and the amount 401,718/. more, than in 1878.

The withdrawals were 1,418,543 in number, and 9,030,174[. Number and
in amount, the number being 113,926 and the amount 515,9861. g&‘&‘;:ﬁls
greater than in 1878. - '

The deposits exceeded the withdrawals by 856,935l, which, f:;;‘:fjve,
together with the sum of 743,636l credited for interest, raised withdrawals,
the amount due to depositors to 32,012,134, being an increase 2nd balatcedue
for the year of 1,600,5711. at chno of the

The number of depositors on the 31st December last was Year-
1,988,477, being an increase of 95,721 upon the previous year ; Number of

and the average amount standing to the credit of each was 2?;3.??,;;““

161. 1s. 114d. st:g;_iin% o
The distribution of depositors in the United Kingdom was as gi,,,ﬁb‘;,f:f of

follows :— depositors, and

Out of the total of 1,988,477, there were 1,862,944 depositors Pwm‘m to
in England and Wales, or 1 in 14 of the population, with an PoP™*"°™
average sum of 16/. 2s. 4d. on each account ; 53,155 in Scotland,
or 1 in 68, with an average of 10l. 15s. 5d. on each account;
while in Ireland there were 72,378, or 1 in 74, with an average
of 191. 11s. 8d. on each account. )

The number of Post Offices at which Savings Bank business Number of
is transacted was increased during the year by 185, making 'a Fost Offices
total for all parts of the kingdom of 6,016. During the last five mk
years about 1,000 additional offices of this class have been business.
established.

B 2
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It may not be generally known that in most provincial towns
the Receiving Houses remain open for Savings Bank business on
Fridays and Saturdays up to a later hour than on other days,
and that in London most of the Receiving Houses are kept open
for receiving deposits up to 7 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays,
and the District and Branch Offices up to 8 p.m. on Saturdays.

The Trustee Savings Banks at Margate, Parsonstown, and
Wimborne were closed during 1879, and accounts transferred to
the Post Office Savings Bank to the amount of 17,185,
including transfers from several small Banks about to be closed.
The unclaimed deposits of the Kensington Savings Bank, which
closed in 1878, were also received, amounting to 8,547l., and
18,1271. was transferred from other Trustee Banks by certificate,
making the total transferred to the Post Office Savings Bank
43,8591., as compared with 59,639.in 1878. On the other hand,
the sum of 12,925l. was transferred by certificate from the Post
Office Savings Bank to Trustee Banks, being 5511. less than in
the previous year. These transfers are included in the totals
given above of the amounts deposited and withdrawn.

No less than 473 Penny Banks were authorised to invest
their moneys in the Post Office Savings Bank, a larger number
than in any previous year, the Penny Bank movement having of
late received a great impetus from the holding of public confer-
ences on “Thrift.” For encouraging small savings, these institu-
tions possess the powerful element of personal influence which is
altogether wanting in a public department; and their rapid ex-
tension promises, therefore, to meet a want which would be much
less effectively met by reducing the present shilling minimum for
deposits in the Post Office Savings Bank. A measure to this effect
has been much agitated, but would be attended with great addi-
tional cost, for which there could be no adequate return. The Post
Office fully recognises the part which the Penny Banks play as
“ feeders ” to the Savings Bank system, and encourages their
formation by supplying deposit books of a simple kind gratui-
tously to the managers on application. It also furnishes
account books suitable for Penny Banks at a cheap rate. Last
year nearly 90,000 of these deposit books and 651 sets of
account books were applied for.

A statement of the securities forming the assets of the Post
Office Savings Bank will be found with Appendix L.

In the last report mention was made of an experiment for
enabling navvies engaged in the construction of works at a
distance fr om & Post Office to make deposits of money in the
Post Office Savings Bank and to procure Money Orders at the
place of their temporary employment, a Post Office clerk being
deputed to attend at the works for the purpose on pay days.
A similar plan is now being tried at certain centres in the
agricultural districts, and the results will be carefully watched
during the coming harvest.
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Post OFFICE ANNUITIES AND LIFE INSURANCES,

These branches of business show little, if any, expansion. The
number of contracts granted up to the 31st December 1879, under
the several heads of Immediate Annuities, Deferred Annuities,
and Life Insurances, will be seen from Appendix M.

SALE OF INLAND REVENUE LICENSES AND STAMPS.

The figures given in Appendix N. show a decrease for the year Licenses.
in the number of Dog, Gun, and Game licenses, issued by the
Post Office for the Commissioners of Inland Revenue. Of other
licenses, viz, for Male Servants, Carriages, and Armorial Bear-
ings, an increased number was sold. During the year 979,355
licenses of all kinds were issued, amounting to 543,823l., as com-
pared with 1,033,500 licenses, to the amount of 520,998l. in
1878-9.

The only stamps formerly sold by the Post Office for the Inland Stamps.
Revenue Department were Receipt stamps, the sales of which
amounted during the'year 1878-9 to 292,000/ Since the 1st
February 1880 the Post Office has undertaken the sale of other
Inland Revenue stamps, and during the year ending 31st March
last the sales of all kinds alpounted to 322,0007.

STAFF.

The number of officers of all grades in the service of the Post Number.
Office on the 31st December last was 46,192, as shown in
Appendix O., being an increase of 245 on the number for the
previous year. The number employed exclusively on telegraph
work was 11,493. ‘

" The total of 46,192 includes 13,882 postmasters, 10,011 clerks,
telegraphists, &c., and 22,156 letter carriers, sorters, and messen-
ers.

The officers employed in London number 10,681, of whom
5,898 are attached to the chief offices situated in and around St.
Martin’s-le-Grand.

The report of the chief medical officer of the Department, Dr. Health.
Waller Lewis, shows that the mortality among the officers in
London during the year was small, notwithstanding a long and
severe winter, the death rate being only 5-1 per 1,000, as com-
pared with 5'5 per 1,000 in the previous year.

The number of deaths in the Metropolis was 54, more than
half of which were due to diseases of the lungs; 6 were from
typhoid and 1 from scarlet fever.

The ordinary sickness among officers in the Metropolis was
less than usual. :

ing the year the Department lost by death the services
of two of its principal officers, Mr. Ashurst, the Solicitor, and
Mr. Thomson, the Controller of the Savings Bank.
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The annals of the year would be incomplete without a reference
to the decease of Sir Rowland Hill, at an advanced age, after 15
years’ retirement from the public service. Sir Rowland Hill will
always be remembered with gratitude, not only in this country
but throughout the world, for the services which he rendered in
connexion with Post Office reform.

I must also refer to the retirement upon pension, after more
than 50 years service, of Sir John Tilley, who succeeded Sir
Rowland Hill in the office of Secretary. Although Sir John
Tilley left the Department before I took office, I can bear ample
witness to the value of his labours.

Mr. W. J. Page, the senior Assistant Secretary, has also re-
tired, and, in your Lordships’ letter authorising his pension, you
showed the sense which you entertained of the worth of his
services throughout a career which was not far short of 50
years.

The conduct of the officers generally has been satisfactory. It
is pleasing to record that at two of the largest towns in the king-
dom, viz., at Manchester and Glasgow, not a single instance of
intoxication occurred during the Christmas and New Year’s
seasons.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

L—Mail Service and Money Orders.

The postage on letters, postcards, newspapers, &c., for the year
ending 31st March 1880, was 6,300,730., and the receipts from
Money Order commission, together with the value of unclaimed
orders, 257,7150., making a total revenue of 6,558,445l., as com-
pared with 6,274,450l for 1878-9, or an increase of 283,995l
(See Appendix P.)

The cost of carrying on the Service was 4,060,758l., as com-
pared with 3,840,076!. for 1878-9, being an increase of 220,6821.
The chief items of expenditure (see Appendix Q.) were 2,243,4121.
for salaries, wages, &c. ; 664,620l for Mail Packets and convey-
ance by Private Ships; 701,070l. for conveyance by railway ;
181,703!. for conveyance by carts, coaches, and omnibuses ; and
109,238l for buildings, repairs, &c. The following statement
gives the result of a comparison of these amounts with those of
the preceding year:—

Increase. Decrease.

—

¥ £

Salaries, wages, &c. - 65843 -
Mail Packet service, &c. - — 20,387
Railway service - 4,001 —
Mail Cart service, &c. - 38,955 —
Buildings, repairs, &e. - — 47,725

The net revenue was 2,497,687L, as compared with 2,434,374J.
for 1878-9, being an increase of 63,3131,
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As appears from Appendix R., the value of postal work
performed for other Government Departments without payment
was 109,0491.

II.—Telegraphs.

The results of Telegraph business are shown in Appendix S. Revenue and
The revenue was 1,452,489l being an increase of 105,597, and expenditure.
the expenditure was 1,111,5471.,, being an increase of 22,155.. on
the preceding year.

The net revenue was 340,942/, or an increase of 83,4421. Net revenue.

These results will be exhibited in the Profit and Loss Accounts
to be presented to Parliament.

The value of Telegraph work performed for other Government
Departments without payment was 15,382/. '

III.—Ma'z',l Service Money Orders and Telegraphs combined.

It will be seen from the above that the gross revenue from GrossRevenue,
the combined Services for the year ended 31st March 1880 Expenditure,
amounted to 8,010,934, the expenditure to 5,172,305/, and the ﬁigﬁz
net revenue to 2,838,6291. .

If the value of work for other Government Departments be Value of Work

added to this last-mentioned sum, a total of 2,963,060l will be ‘gz"“‘e"

vernment

obtained. Departments.
IV.—Post Office Savings Banks.

The statement of Liabilities and Assets in Appendix L. shows Profit.
an excess of Assets over Liabilities to the amount of 779,824!.
Addiug to this amount the sum of 351,184/, which has already.
been transferred to the Exchequer, the amount of net profit from
the establishment of Post Office Savings Banks in September
1861 to the 31st December 1879 was 1,131,008l., independently
of an expenditure of 97,048l. on the new building in Queen
Victoria Street.

The charges of management for 1879 amounted to 192,2801., Cost of
which includes a sum of 25,564/. paid in respect of the new m*Bagement.
building in Queen Victoria Street. Taking the full amount. of
192,280L, the cost per transaction—i.e., the average cost of a de-
posit or withdrawal-——was 9;%d., and the cost per cent. on the
capital 12s. These rates are higher than they would be if the
charge for the year in respect of the Office in Queen Victoria
Street were calculated at 5 per cent. on the total outlay.
With this adjustment, the cost per transaction would be only
8.8,d., and the cost per cent. 10s. 8}d.

I have the honour to be, my Lords,
Your Lordships’ obedient humble servant,
General Post Office, : HENRY FAWCETT.
14th August 1880. :
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APPENDIX A.

NuumBeR of MAmLs daily between London and other Post Towns in England and Wales.
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APPENDIX C.—continued.

EsTiMATED NuMBER of Post CARDS delivered in the Uxitep Kixebom in each
Year from 1872 to the present time, and the Increase per Cent. per Annum.

England and Wales. Scotland. Ireland. United Kingdom. V

Year. Increase Increase Increase Increase

Number. perp(;int. Number. pel;)g:nt. Number. pel;)(ggm. Number. perp(i(;’nt.

Annum. Annum. Annum. Annuimn,

1872 | 64000000 — | 8000000 — | 4000000| — | 78000000 —
1873 | 60000000 — 8,000,000 . — 4000000 — | 72000000 —
1874 | 68000000 1000 | 9000000 | 125 | 4000000 — |- 79000000 97
1875 73,369,100 18 9,208,300 67 4,540,900 55 87,118,300 10°7
1876 78,412,100 69 9,640,100 | 4°7 4,883,500 75 92,835,700 67
1877-8 | 86,061,500 : 97 11,007,500 148 5,118,300 4°8 | 102,237,300 10°
1878-9 | 94,471,500 98 11,589,000 4'8 5,375,200 5 111,443,700 9°
1879-80, 96,837,400 28 12,284,700 59 5,538,300 3 114,488,400 27

EsTiMaTED NUMBER of BooK PACkETS and

CircULARS delivered in the U~ITED

KiNepox in each Year from 1872 to the present time, and the Increase per

Cent. per Annum.
England and Wales. Scotland. Ireland. United Kingdom.
Year., Increase Increase Increase Increase
Number. perp(é?‘nt. Number. N'p(é‘;“"' Number. m’p%:“t" Number. pe’igf,“"
Annum. Annum. Annum. Annum.
1872 90,000,000 — 18,000,000 ' - 11,000,000 - 114,000,000 —
1873 104,000,000 155 14,000,000 ] 77 11,000,000 — 129,000,000 131
1874 115,769,600 113 15,787,300 127 10,410,200 — 141,967,100 10°
1875 188,394,900 15°2 15,723,700 — 9,548,000 - 158,686,600 17
1876 146,405,300 9 18,352,700 16°7 8,966,900 - 178,724,800 9'4
1877-8 | 157,691,800 77 21,336,800 16°2 10,272,200 14'5 | 189,300,600 89
1878-9 | 164,789,400 4'5 21,820,100 - 10,967,000 6°7 | 197,076,500 41
1879-80| 180,541,400 96 22,140,500 38 11,281,100 2'9 | 213,963,000 8°6G

EsTIMATED NUMBER of NxwsPAPERS delivered in the UNITED
Year from 1872 to the present time, and the Increase per Cent. per Annam.

KiNepoM in each

United Kingdom.

England and Wales. Scotland. Ireland.
Year. Increase Increase Increase Increase
Number. mp%‘:,m' Number. perp(;c:.nt. Number. perp(gint. Number. Wg:"_“'
Annum. Annum, Annum. Annum.
w2 | #0000 — | 12000000 — | 1000000% — 108000000 —
1878 | 80115200 24 | 12608300 [ 6 | 11,2500 12'9 | 113,016500 | s°6
1874 | 91,280400| 2°3 | 18212700 | 48 | 12589800 | 11°4 | 117082000 | §°5
1875 | 93346600 | 83 | 13818100 | 4'5 | 13884700 | 10°2 | 121,040400 | -4
1873 95,460,800 2°2 14,425,400 4'8 15,179,700 9°8 | 125,085,900 33
1877-8 | 98,232,400 2'9 | 14,883,100 31 15,442,500 1:7 | 128,558,000 27
18789 | 100,424,300 22 | 14,477,500 — 15,993,500 3'8 | 130,895,300 1°8
197090 100317000 | — | 14570700 | -6 | 1ses0700 | — [1s05m400! —
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APPENDIX F.

Colonial and Foreign

|
H Contracts. ! |
Line of Packefs. p oot Payment. I
om- !
mencement. Termination. :
| | | |
AUBTEALIA: £ ]
Point de Galle and Melbourne, Binga- .
pore and Brisbane, San Francisco ¢ | Contracts with Colonial Governments. .- - -
and Sydney - - - ,
BRAZIL, RIVER PLATE, AND CHILI: i
Bi-Monthly Service from Southampton | 1 Sept. 1876 - | On 6 months’ notice - - (a) 4878 .
Fortnightly service from Liverpool -] 1 July 1878 - | On 6 months’ notice - - (a) 5,656 ,
CAPE oF Goop H d N. contntﬁh mwithiComlonm Gmg;.'l‘; I
APE OF GooD HOPE and NATAL - men on . . .
100t.1876-9 |  geptember 1883, if 12 months’
previous notice has been given )
15 Aug. 1874 - | On S1st January 1880 - - |
EAST INDIBS, CHINA,and JAPAN - { 417,325 ;
. 1 Feb. 1880 - | On S1st January 1888 - - i
EAsT COAST OF AFRICA:
Aden and Zanzibar - - .| 6Dec.1872 - | On 5th December 1882 - - 10,000
Table Bay and Zanzibar - -| 1Aug.2878 - | On 8th February1881 - - 20,000
NORTH AMERICA :
United States - - - | 1Dec.1877 - | On 6 months’ notice - - (a) 67447
Halifax, Bermuds, and St. Thomas (3)] 1 Jan. 1878 - | On 12 months’ notice - - 17,500
PACIFIC - - - - - -| 1July1878 - | On 6 months’ notice - - (a) 5,708
Wasr Lprs : 1Jan.1875 - | On S1st December 1879
. an. 18756 - 81st 1 -
Bi-monthly Serviee - - -{| 1351580 - | On s1st Docember 1885 |} was
Non-Contract Service B - . - . . - (@) 901
Additional Services :
Liverpooland Puerto Cabello, Tam-| 10ct.1875 | On 6 months’ notice - - (a) 1,152
pico, and SBanta Martha.
- . . 2,500 |
. . _§| Contract with Honduras Government, termi- perial .
Belizo and Jamaica - - { nating on 16th September 1879 - - ml’,“ﬂon, L% bri }
. 2,200
. Contract with Honduras Government termi - 61
Belize and New Orleans {| O on S0th September 1384 . I"i'.’;m'lnon, gltﬂ.
8t. Kitts, Nevis, and Montserrat - | 1Jan.1884 - | On 81st Deccmber 1879 - - 490
600
Turk’s Island and St Thomas - | Contract with ‘Furk’s Island Government -{ Tmperial Nﬂ‘ﬂ'}
bution, 300
WEST COAST OF AFRICA - - - | NoContract. | - - - - - (a) 7,868

{a) The payments in these cases depend upon the amount of correspondence conveyed by the packets.
5) From 1st January 1880 Jamaica was substituted for St, Thomas as terminal port.
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APPENDIX F.

Packet Service.

Esti-
e mated Esti-

Penaltios for Contributions British mated Rate of Postage

towards the Cost sl’mso? British per single ?mtm,

Overtime. i Letters, on the excluding

of the Service. News- Service Transit Bates.
papera. &c
RS | e e
| £ 1 £
- . - .- - . - e o o N 5d.
) ’ ’ - th
}_ i A i i ) A Nil. Argeghnelie- 4d.
. SR hs
- e e . ... .- - Nil. 8d.
| .

. for eve i Mediterranean 2id.
honmlateatlgrm- | 000 India - -
disi. Inother cases | ¢ 1ndia, 1044007 - ! 60,000 253, Ceylon - tad.
1002, ! 1 China, &c. -

- - - - - - ‘ 400 , 9,800 .
. 100 19,900 4d.
- . ; 4.
- - - : . ! 383,000 24,000 Canadi
| ' - Dominion 2%d
60l for overy 24 - - . - | 1,000 16,500 ?;g] fﬁ:&_
| | B :1 - 4d,
| . eru 4d.
R . - . . . e e - Nil. Other places 1s.
N
25l. for every 24 ) ‘
hours. : I
e-eighth part or
onor«h ﬁiment '
for every | |
| Union Colo-
. - . - (- - - - 40,000 50,000 nies }4‘1
, 4 Nou Umon}:l
| Colonies, &c. § 1%
| |
- - 1
- - - -
- - T - - 6,000 1,800 4d.
i
] - o _ -

* These penalties ceased on the S1st Dccember 1879
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APPENDIX G.

ESTIMATE, 1st, of the Number of Letters, Post Cards, Circulars, Book
Packets, and Newspapers received from the several Countries in
Europe, and also from Egypt, for delivery in the United Kingdom ;
and 2ndly, of the Number of Letters, Post Cards, Cir cu]ars, Book
Packets, and Newspapers despatched from the . United Kingdom
for delivery in the several Countries in Europe, and also in Egypt,
during the year 1879.

Lstimated Yearly Number of Letters, &e. from
Foreign Countries for Delivery in the

1
‘ United Kingdom.
Foreign Countries. ‘ e e
| Circulars, Book
i %megaﬁg . Packets, and Total.
Newspapers.

[
Austria - - 469,400 189,200 658,600
Belgium - - - . 1,301,J00 : . 532,800 | 1,838,900
Denmark - - - 386,000 | 169,600 | 555,600
France - - - 7,319,900 |  3,015800 | 10,335,700
Germany -l 6566700 . 3,558,500 | 10,125,200
Greece, Turkey, ‘and Egypt - 863,900 | 301,500 | 1,165,400
Holland - - 1,352,200 | 343,300 ; 1,695,500
Ttaly - - - 1,430,900 | 493,000 | 1,923,900
Norway and Sweden - - 529,300 | 150,300 ! 679,600
Russia - - 538,400 | 174,200 | 712,600
Spain and Ponugal - - 1,083,000 | 317,900 | 1,400,900
Switzerland - - - 683,700 | 358,800 1,042,500

Totals - - 22,524,500 9,604,900 I 32,129,400

! Estimated Yearly Number of Letters, &c. from
the United Kingdom for Delivery in
Foreign Countries.

I
Foreign Countries. {
1]
! Circulars, Book
i Letters and 4
| Post Cards. II;ackets, and Total.
ewspapers.
Austria - - - I 589,400 328,800 918,200
Belgium - - - ] 1,445,100 551,800 1,996,900
Denmark - - -1 374,500 87,000 461,500
France - - -1 7,873,800 3,579,700 11,453,500
Germany - -1 5,508,700 2,005,900 7,514,600
Greece, Turkey, and Lgypt - 896,500 1,012,300 1,908,800
Holland - - [ 1,272,700 358,300 1,631,000
Italy - - 1,424,000 1,039,700 2,468,700
Norwa} and Sweden . - 742,100 238,200 980,300
Russia - - 583,800 282,600 866,400
Spain and Portugal - - 931,100 646,100 1,577,200
Switzerland - - - 755,800 413,300 1,169,100
Totals - - ‘ 22,397,500 10,543,700 | 32,941,200
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APPENDIX G.—continued.

EstiMatk for the Period during which the uniform and Reduced Rates
of Postage have been in Operation, of the Yearly Number of Letters,
Post Cards, Circulars, Book Packets, and Newspspers received
from European Countries and Egypt for delivery in the United
Kingdom; and of the Yearly- Number despatched fyom the United
Kingdom for delivery in those Countries.

EsTIMATED NUMBER received from EuroPEAN CoUNTRIES and Egypt for DELIVERY

in the UNITED

KiNepou.

Circulars, Book

Year. %,’z::ega:gg Packets, and Total.
* | Newspapers.
|
1875 - - 15,129,800 5,225,600 20,355,400
1876 - - 16,138,200 . 6,580,600 22,718,800
1877 - - 18,141,000 6,806,900 24,947,900
1878 - - 20,269,400 8,114,300 28,683,700
1879 - - 22,524,500 9,604,900 32.1 29,4‘00

EsTiMATED NuMBER despatched from UNiTEp KiNepoM for DRLIVERY in
EuropeAN Countries and Egypt.

Circulars, Book
Year. }f)tsttegaargg Packets, and Total.

’ . Newspapers.

1875 - - 16,029,600 7,333,300 238,362,900
1876 - - 17,663,100 8,398,400 26,061,500
1877 - - 20,717,800 9,540,100 30,257,900
1878 - - 22,977,700 11,422,600 34,400,300
1879 - - 22,397,500 10,543,700 32,941,200

The numbers given for the ycar 1875

show the yearly rate for the second half of

the year, during which period only the uniform and reduced rates of postage were in

operation.

YearLy Rate of Increase per cent. on Letters, &c. Received.

|
Circulars, Book

Letters and
Year. TPackets, and Total.
Post Cards. Newspapers. )
1876 - - - 6-6 259 11°6
1877 - - 12-4 3-4 9-8
1878 - - 11-7 ! 236 15°0
1879 - - 11°1 ‘ 14-2 12+0

YEeArRLY Rate of Increase per cent. on Letters, &c. Despatched

Circulars, Book
Year. | ]I:,‘f):?rcs a:;sd Packets’, and Total.
l ards. Newspapers.
1876 - - 10-2 l 145 11°5
1877 - - 17-3 13-6 16°1
1878 - - i0°9 19°7 13-7
1879 - - —_ —_ —
Q 1706 B 7 c
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APPENDIX H.

Telegrams,

TanLe showing the ToraL NumBer of MEssaces forwarded from
TeLEGRAPH OFFICES in ENGLAND and WALES, SCOTLAND, and
IRELAND, in each Year since the transfer of the TELEGRAPHS to

the StATE.
\
Number of Messages.
Year. England and Wales. |
Scotland. | Ireland. | ToTAL.

Provinces. | Tondon. I Total.

1870-71 - | 5,209,882 | 2,863,821 | 8,163,703 | 1,080,189 | 606,285 | 9,850,177
1871-72 - | 6.594.590 | 3,612,773 (10,207,362 | 1,388,484 | 878,000 |12,478,796
1872-73 - | 8,022,151 | 4,577,015 (12,599,166 | 1,761,298 | 1,175,316 |15,585,780
1873-74 - | 9,238,854 | 5,254,547 {14,488,401 | 2,009,803 | 1,328,236 (17,821,530
1874-75 - (10,124,661 | 5,652,088 (15,776,694 | 2,132,787 | 1,343,639 19,253,120
1875-76 - [10,883,282 | 6,350,714 |17,233,996 | 2,287,359 | 1,452,180 (20,973,535
1876-77 - [11,232,704 | 6,561,930 (17,794,634 | 2,402,347 | 1,529,162 (21,726,143
1877-78 - 11,392,098 | 6,700,504 (18,092,602 | 2,490,776 | 1,588,489 |22,171,867
1878-79 - 11,592,899 | 8,830,019 [20,422,918 | 2,477,008 | 1,559,854 [24,459,775

1879-80 - (12,392,996 | 9,854,566 (22,247,562 | 2,704,574 | 1,595,001 (26,547,137

The figures for the 'yeara 1878-79 and 1879-80 include the number of certain
Press Messages (1,970,213 and 2,079,366 respectively) not previously included in
these Returns. ,
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APPENDIX H.—continued.

TaBLE showing the NUMBER of Mgssaces forwarded from TELE-

eraPH OrricEs in the UmitEp KinepoM during each of the
Years 1878-79 and 1879-80; and the Increase or Decrease in each
Month of the latter Year over the corresponding Month of the

former Year.

Number of Messages!
Month. — Increase. Decrease.
1878-79. 1879-80.
April - 1,830,517 1,863,529 33,013
May - 1,932,743 | 2,441,579* 508,886
June - - 2,551,674* 1,956,693 _— 594,981
July - 2,111,189 2,063,895 —_— 47,294
August - 2,598,100* | 2,618,530* 20,430
September - 2,009,771 2,108,741 93,970
October - 1,985,767 2,282,581 296,764
November - 2,272,254* 2,668,614* 396,360
December 1,639,617 1,848,269 208,652
January - 1,625,147 2,407,506* 782,359
February - 1,687,151 2,117,000 429,849
March - 2,215,845* | 2,175,250 —_ 40,395
24,459,775 | 26,547,137 | 2,770,233 682,870
Total Increase - 2,087,362

* Five weeks.

c2
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. APPENDIX L.—continued.

Post Office Savings Bank.

Continuation of Return on previous puge, so far us relates to
the National Debt Office.

Value of such
Securities standing in the names of the %g;"ﬁ}.?::g:;: acc?ﬂﬁfﬁ?;‘t" .
Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt, | Depreciation of | “rRC " t‘l‘&
on account of the Post Qffice 8avings Banks Fund. t{.‘::&:;mﬁg %;e end of the year.
Lapse of Tine.
£ s d. £ s0d £ s d
Consolidated 87. per cents. - -] 385993014 6 | 3,501,864 0 0 38,580 13 4
Reduced 8. per cents. - - -] 1,087,800 10 5 1,842,952 0 0 14175 511
New 381. per cents. - - -| 573469613 9 5,201,951 0 O 40,8904 19 4
New 24. per cents. - - -| 1,086,338 13 ¢ 816,840 0 0 12967 Q 5
‘Purkish Guaranteed 4. per cent. Bonds| 108100 0 0 103,262 10 0 1,763 710
Exchequer Bonds - - - -1 5950000 0 0 5,950,000 0 0 59,282 6 7
EBxchequer (Suez) Bonds - - -] 1,851,400 0 0 1,851,400 -0 0 18196 8 &
Church Temporalities (Ireland) Bonds| 2,700,000 0 0 | 2,700,000 0 0 -
Canada Guaranteed 4. per cent. Bonds 37,600 0 O 39,175 Q@ 0 87219 0
Advance to Public Works Loan Com-
iy tblic Works Loan Com-3 | 150000 0 0 | 150000 0 0 00 8 2
Annuities for terms of years, expiring | (%) :
at various periods of {he year l1)885 S_ 1,839,965 8 3 8,096,084 0 0 876918 0 0
Red Sea and India Telegraph Annui-3 | (¢
iies, expiring 4th August 1908 -} 3100 0 0 5262 0 0 15 0 0
Annuities of an amount sufficient to)
repay sums advanced under Pen- || (c.)
sions Commutation Acts, 32 & 33 131,40 5 6 273,837 O 0 98778 0 0
Vict, ¢. 32.,and 34 & 35 Vict. c. 36.,to
S1st December 1879 - - .
31,459,801 10 0 1,181,219 9 0
e —
Add value of Securities - - - | 81,458,891 10 ©
Cash balance in Bank of England - -] 4mse0 8 2
32,688,001 7 2

Nore.—The value on 31st December 1879, of the several Terminable Annuities (a, b, ¢) in

column 1, will be found by adding the sums in columns 2 and 3 together.

National Debt Office,
26th June 1880.

C. REPINGTON,
Assistant Controller.
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APPENDIX L.—continued.
ExTrACTS fram the Report of the Controller of the Post Office Savings

Bank.

It iy remarkable that in Irelund, notwithstanding the severe distress,
the progress of the Post Office Savings Bank was greater last year than
in the previous year, and, indeed, excepting the years 1871, 1876,
and 1877, greater than in any year of the decade. The following state-
ment shows year by year for that period the capital of the Post Office
Savings Bapk in the whole of Ireland, with the annual increase :—

Total Amount, .
Year ended including Annual Increase
81st NDecember. Interest, due of Capital.
to Depositors.
£ £

1870 - 633,000 88,760
1871 - 745,239 112,239
1872 - 825,740 80,501
1873 - 845,550 19,810
1874 - 913,747 68,197
1875 - 1,003,304 89,557
1876 - 1,123,717 120,413
1878 - 1,325,806 69,082
1879 - 1,417,389 91,583

As regards each County in Ireland the increase or decrease of capital

during the last two years is shown in the following statement :—

Total Amount, including D !
: ecrease Decrease
Interestég)uo g;. Deaa;;oslt.ors 8% | Increase| in 1878 | Incrense | in 1879
«Counties. sa of year. in 1878 | us com- | in1879 | as com-
- 7 over 1877.| pared jover1§78.! pared
wrr. | e, | 1879. with 1877. jwi h 1878.

£ - £ £ £
Antrim - - - 159,508 184,866 1 - 11,019 -
Armagh - - 24,114 ,802 1,781 - 1,997 -
Carlow - - 11,685 13,632 1,090 - 877 bt
Cavan - - - 18,209 19,543 963 bl 281 -
Clare - - - - 15,038 16,783 308 - 1,487 -
Cork - - 97,456 117,145 8,120 - 11,569 -
Donegal - - 29,787 34, 2,438 —_ 2,425 —_
Down - - - 67,981 77,898 4,566 - 5,351 -
Dublin - - 356 ;306,829 17,618 - 19,055 -
Fermanagh - - 13,699 | 15,384 1,206 - 389 -
Galway - - 44,781 1 48,633 660 - 3,102 -_
Kerry - - - 18,216 21,299 754 - 2,320 -

Kildare - - - 28,217 27,904 375 - —_ 588
Kilkenny - - 20,038 22,692 953 - 1,701 -
King’s Connty - - 13,668 18,880 2,846 -_ ,376 ol
Leitrim - - 10,035 10,560 99 ol 428 -
Limerick - - - ,256 32,878 768 - 2,854 -
Londonderry - 27,032 31,156 2,842 - 1,282 -

Longford - - 7,857 7,943 354 — 288
Louth - - 52,137 50,237 - 2,321 -
Mayo - - 37,606 40,125 996 - 1,62 -
Meath - - 12,702 15,116 :3%] —_ 1,77 -
Monaghan - - 13,202 15,423 816 — 1,315 -
Queen’s County - 15,178 15,718 —_ 891 1,436 _—
Roscommon - - 13,708 14,395 461 — 238 -
8li - - 808 24,857 1,437 — 2,614 —_—
Tipperary - -| 50639 54,080 | — 418 88| —
'%yrone - - 38,640 42,048 1,129 - 3,379 _
aterford - - 18,010 22,339 1,829 — 2,500 —_—
Westmeath - - ,305 22,528 1,202 _ 1,019 bond
Wexford - - - 30,738 34,028 783 - 2,407 —_
Wicklow - - f 29,841 1,335 - 1, -

Totals ~ - | 1,256,724 | 1,325,806 | 1,417,389 72,712 38,630 92,440 866

. 3,830 868
Total Total
i incrense 69,082 | increase 91,583

|

Progress of
Post Office
Savings Banks
in Ireland.
Capital for
last 10 years.

Increase or
decrease of
capital in each
county for last
two years.



A decrease
of capital last
year in two
counties only.

No decrease
in distressed
districts.

Improvement
in Fost Office
Savings Bank
business as
year advanced.

Falling off
in amount
deposited in
ordinary
banks, &c.
in Ireland.

Desire to
obtain Govern-
ment security.

Classes which
use the Post
Office Savings
Bank in the
distressed
districts.
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It will be seen that in two counties only was there any decrease last
year, namely, in Kildare and Longford, neither of which would appear
to be within the distressed districts; whereas in the western counties
chiefly visited by the'distress, Clare, Cork, Donegal, Galway, Kerry,
Mayo, Roscommon, and Sligo, the increase of capital in most cases was
considerably greater last year than in 1878. It might perhaps be
supposed that, while such was the result as regards the whole year’s
business in Ireland, the increase would have been mainly confined to the
early part of the year, and that the effect of the distress would have
been perceptible in the later months. This, however, was not the case.
Indeed (allowing for the usual preponderance of deposits in the first
quarter), there was a steady improvement in the business as the year
advanced ; and, comparing the transactions with those in 1878, it is
notable that during the second half year the deposits, though fewer in
number, increased in amount, while the withdrawals, though more in
number, decreased in amount.

* » » *

According to the latest returns of Irish savings compiled by
Dr. Neilson Hancock of Dublin, there has been 2 fall in bank deposits, and
a decline of the bank-note circulation for three successive years, amount-
ing in the aggregate to 5,286,000/. The Trustee Savings Banks also
sustained a decrease of 52,287!. in 1878; but the investments in
Government Stocks, which decreased in the years 1877 and 187¢ by
1,427,000/., increased in 1879 by 603,000l These circumstances show
a desire on the part of investors to obtain direct State security for their
money, which appears to be further manifested by the increased amount
deposited in the Post Office Savings Bank. It is also an interesting
question how far the classes principally affected by the distress make
use of the Post Office Savings Bank, primitive methods of hoarding
being probably still in vogue among the Irish pessantry. With a view
of elucidating this point, a return has been prepared showing the
occupations of 1,550 depositors in accounts opened in small towns in the
western counties of Ireland, the result being as follows :—

Class. No. of Depositors.

No occupation - - - - - 190
Female servants - - - - - 171
Married women - - - - - 159
Constabulary - - - - - 156
Unmarried women - - - - 92
Farmers - - - - - - 91
Tradesmen - - - - - 84
Minors over seven - - - - 82
Labourers - - - - - 81
Professional men - - - - 74
Miscellaneous - - - - - 63
Artizans - - - - - 52
Minors under seven - - - - 50
Male servants = - - - - - 43
Soldiers and sailors - - - - 41
Occupation not given - - - - 35
Clerks - - - - - - 30
Public officials - - - - - 27
Gentlemen - - - - - 14
Milliners and dressmakers - - - 12
Charitable and provident societies - - - 2
Friendly society - - - - - 1

Total - - 1,550
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It would appuoar, therefore, that, in’ the localities where distress
prevails, depositors in the Post Office Savings Bank are chiefly persons

having no occupation, female servants, married women, and members of -

the Royal Irish Constabulary. The majority of persons described as of
“no occupation” would probably be little affected by agricultural affairs,
but of course it cannot be known to what extent other classes, such as
married women, unmarried women, and minors, are dependent upon
agriculture. It will be observed, however, that the farmers and
labourers, z.e., the purely agricultural element, together represent only
about one-ninth of the total number of dep%sitors.
* *

Among the Penny Banks for which accounts were opened last year
111 were school banks, 27 of them belonging to Board Schools. The
relative numbers in 1878 were 95 and 28. In addition to this direct
evidence of Penny Banks being used in close connection with primary
education, the correspondence of the Departmeit contains many indica-
tions that the importance of habituating children to the practice of thrift,
as well as of teaching it as an abstract duty, is being extensively
recognised. There is an increasing demand for the deposit books

- supplied gratuitously by this Department to the managers of Penny
Banks for the use of their depositors, nearly 90,000 having been fur-
nished last year as against 70,000 in 1878, and 51,000 in 1877. More
than one-fourth of the books supplied last year were specially printed
with the names of particular Penny Banks, the hours of attendance, and
the names of Trustees. There is also a growing appreciation of the
Penny Bank account books, first issued by this Department in November
1877. Of these, 651 sets were applied for last year as against 257 sets
in 1878. Securing as they do’a proper system of accounts, the books
must be of the greatest use to managers and founders of Penny Banks,
and they are supplied at little more than cost price. Those issued last
year included 46 sets of an increased size for large Penny Banks.
Among the applicants for these account books was the manager of a
Savings Bank at Brussels, who appeared to have seen the remarks on
the subject in the Appendix to the Annual Report of the Postmaster
General for 1877. A novel feature in the machinery of one Penny
Bank is the provision of a Lending Library, each depositor who has

*

saved at least ls. being allowed to borrow a book, which can be ex- -

changed when a further deposit is made. Another Penny Bank was
established solely for the benefit of the “navvies” constructing a new
line of railway. ’

The plan experimentally sanctioned in March,1878, by which managers
of Penny Banks in remote villages may, by a system of free registered
letters, assist the depositors in Penny Banks to open and afterwards
continue accounts in their own names at the nearest Post Office Savings
Bank, without personal attendance, has been suggested whenever it ap-
peared to be applicable, and has been accepted in nine instances, two in
1878 and seven last year. In one instance 16 accounts were opened, and
subsequent deposits made ; but, with this exception, no appreciable
amount of business has been done. The provision for withdrawing has
not been made use of in any case.

* * * *

The number of Friendly Societies and Trade, Provident, and Charitable
Societies authorised to invest their funds in the Post Office Savings
Bank during the last five years is shown in the following statement :—

—_— 1875. 1876. I 1877. I 1878. 1879.
i X
Friendly Societies - 351 387 253 275 437
Trade, Provident, and
Charitable Societies 1,087 1,173 1,210 1,098 1,273

Q 1706 D

Penny banks
in schools.

Increasing
demand for
deposit books
supplied
gratuitously.

Penny bank
account books.

Pemy bank
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Penny bank
for navvies.
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accounts by
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remote villages.
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societies and
trade, pro-
vident, and
charitable
societies
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invest during
last five years.



Number auntho-
rised in first
quarter of
1880.

Increase in
1879.

Parliamentary
return as to
Post Office
Savings Banks
according to
counties pre-
pared in 1879.

Somewhat
similar return
issued in 1871,

Foreign and
Colonial
Savings Banks.

/
France.

Belgium.

50

In the first quarter of the present year, 116 Friendly Societies, and
557 other societies of various kinds, have been authorised to open
accounts, as against 96 and 503 in the first quarter of 1879. With
respect to last year, while more accounts were opened by societies
generally, the increase was most striking in the case of Friendly
Societies, which in the two previous years had shown a falling off ; and,
a8 such increase was not caused by the closing of any large Trustee
Bank, it would seem to indicate a growing inclination on the part of
Friendly Societies to obtain direct Government security for their money.

L J » * *

The largest and perhaps the most interesting Parliamentary Return
ever issued from this Department was prepared to an order of the House
of Commons, dated the 30th June 1879, on the motion of Sir H. Selwin-
Ibbetson. This Return shows the Post Office Savings Banks arranged
according to counties, and the number of accounts remaining open at
each office on the 31st December in each year from 1873 to 1878,
together with the amount, inclusive of interest, standing to the credit of
such accounts. It wassomewhat similar to a Return for the year 1870,
issued in 1871, but its arrangement was more concise, and its magnitude
arose not only from the increased number of offices, but from its em-
bracing a period of six years.

* * * *

France seems likely, at length, to have a system of Post Office Savings
Banks; the efforts of the Government having been energetically re-
newed in the face of much opposition from the adherents of the old
Savings Banks. To assist the Government in preparing the necessary
prc;iet de loi, M. René de Laboulaye, Administrateur des Postes et
Telégraphes, visited this Department in November last, examined the
practical working of the system, and was furnished with full informa-
tion respecting it. The measure, which was laid before the National
Assembly on the 17th January last, provides that the total limit of de-
posits in personal accounts shall be 2,000 francs (80l.), no annual limit
being imposed, and that the rate of interest allowed to depositors shall be
3 per cent. When a depositor shall have 2,000 francs standing to his
credit, he is to be required to reduce the amount, and should he fail to
do so within three months 10 francs of Rente (that is, I presume, as
much stock as will yield interest to the extent of 10 francs) will be pur-
chased by the Savings Bank, in his name, without charge; and any
depositor to whose credit there is a sum sufficient to purchase 10 francs
or more of Rente may, if he desire it, be gratuitously assisted to
effect such purchase. There is also an important provision for times of
difficulty (dans les cas de force majeure), by which, under the direction
of the Conseil d’Etat, with the approval of the Cabinet, no repayment of
a larger sum than 50 francs need be made at any one time, while an
interval of 15 days must elapse between each such payment. The Bill
does not provide the facility of depositing and withdrawing money in
any part of the country; but the advantages of such a provision have
recently been strongly advocated before the Committee of the Chamber
of Deputies by M. de Malarce, who has thoroughly studied the
British system. School Savings Banks in France, which last August
numbered 12,000, are still on the increase, and it is tersely said “ gw’on
“ peut prévoir le moment on une école sera jugée incompléte en son
“ enseignement si elle n’a pas sa caisse dépargne.”

In Belgium, the National Savings Bank, which, in addition to its own
agencies and the branches of the National Bank, employs the Post Offices
for its operations, although without any arrangement for cross transac-
tions, had 92,192 depositors in 1874, with a capital of 39,990,318 francs
(1,599,618L.). In 1878, the number of depositors had increased to 147,838,
being 1 in 37 of the population, und the amount due to 78,778,204
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francs (3,151,128L.) ; the number of offices having, during the same
period, increased from 496 to 525. There are also eight private Savings
Banks in Belgium, which in 1878 had 31,226 depositors, with 27,000,000
francs (1,080,000L.) to their credit. In 1874, when there were nine such
institutions, the number of depositors was 40,305, and the amount due
25,500,000 frauncs (1,020,0007.). The Netherlands Government delegated Holland.
an official from the Hague to visit this Department in the spring of last
year, for the purpose of reporting on our system. A few months later a
Bill for the establishment of Post Office Savings Banks was introduced

.in the States General, the minimum of deposits being fixed at 25 cents
(54.), and the maximum at 800 florins (about 661. 13s. 4d.), up to which
sum interest is allowed at the rate of 2'64 per cent. Nevertheless, de-
posits in excess of 800 florins will be received, but interest will not
accrue on such excess. Provision is also made for the receipt of a less
amount than 25 cents, by means of Savings Bank stamps and cards. In
Denmark, although Post Office Savings Banks do not at present exist, Denmark.
the subject appears to be attracting attention, some persons there having
lately applied for information as to our system. The depositors in pri-
vate Savings Banks in that country in 1878 numbered 382,747, or about
1 in 5 of the population; but, as regards the amount invested, I have no
information later than 1874, when it was 97,154,460 rigsdalers
(10,929,8761.). In Sweden, where there are no Post Office Savings Sweden.
Banks, the private Savings Banks in 1874 held 89,280,000 kronors
(4,960,000%.), the property of 486,330 depositors, and, in 1878, the
amount had increased to 129,554,010 kronors (7,197,4450.), and the
number of depositors to 645,041, being about 1 in 7 of the population.
In Austria-Hungary, the subject of Post Office Savings Banks has lately Austria-
attracted considerable attention, and any reluctance on the part of the Hungary.
Government to establish them is, by some persons, attributed to the
difficulty to be apprehended in finding a suitable investment for the

" funds. The Director-General of Posts at Buda-Pesth was furnished in
September last with information respecting our system, and in Decem-
ber a debate took place in the Chamber of Deputies on the subject,
which was referred to a committee. The business of the 319 private
Savings Banks in the Austro-Hungarian Empire has steadily increased
during the past year. In Roumania, a Bill has been passed for estab- Roumania.
lishing a National Savings Bank, with numerous branches. In Italy ltaly.
the progress of the Post Office Savings Banks during 1878 was slow
but, on the whole, satisfactory. The latest official report states that the
regulation limiting the amount which can be deposited in an account
during any one year-is found to act prejudicially on the total sum de-
posited, and the opinion is expressed that this limit should be extended.
A recent addition to the Italian system is the payment of half-yearly
dividends on Government Funds to depositors residing at a distance
from the chief provincial towns. There are 1,060 School Savings Banks
in Italy, and the proportion of the depositors to the number of the pupils
is 1 to 3. In Spain, Savings Banks appear to be becoming more Bpain.
attractive to the people, as the total number of depositors in the Madrid
Savings Bank, which five years ago was only 10,269, had at the close of
1878 risen to 27,711, with a capital of 118,912,566 reales (1,189,1261.).
In the United States of America, the Post Office authorities have within United States.
the last few years made no less than six unsuccessful attempts to pass
Post Office Savings Bank Bills through Congress, and between 20 and
80 private Bills having the same end in view have met with a similar
fate ; these constant failures having been mainly brought about by the
opposition and hostility of the old Savings Banks and the banking
interests. Financial and currency questions have also proved a serious
hindrance to the adoption of any such measure. It is understood, how-
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ever, that the Post Office Committee is making another effort ; the
superintendent of the Money Order system at Washington, accompanied
by a special agent of the Post Office service, having recently visited this
Department, and obtained information to assist in rendering the
new Bill as comprehensive as possible. A Thrift Society is about to be
established in the United States. In Brazil, where I believe there are as
yet no regular Savings Banks, School Savings Banks have recently been
introduced, and it is expected that they will operate most usefully among
the slave population, which is being gradually emancipated by the Progres-
sive Act of 1871. As regards Japan, the business of the Post Office Savings
Banks, introduced in January 1875, almost doubled during the fiscal year .
ended 30th June 1879, there being at that date no less than 21,915 de-
positors, with a capital of 80,8481, (Yen 393,983) ; whereas at the close of
the preceding year the number was only 9,921, and the amount 43,5107
(Yen 212,032). In Canada the Post Office Savings Banks have re-
covered from the decline of business which began in 1876, the transac-
tions for the past year having been more numerous than in any one
year since Postal Banks were established in the dominion. On the 1st
January last, there were 30,476 accounts remaining open, representing
a capital of 3,671,310 dollars (about 734,262..). The average cost of
each transaction, however, is about one-third more than in this country,
although the proportion of cross-entry transactions is only 8 per cent., as
against 283 per cent. here. Alluding to the comparatively slow progress
made by the Canadian Post Office Savings Banks, the superintendent
of these institutions has remarked that Savings Bank business cannot be
expected to increase as rapidly in a colony as in older countries, where
the openings provided for investment are less abundant. In Queensland,
various influences tended to retard the progress of the Colony in 1878;
but, nevertheless, the Government Savings Banks transacted an average
amount of business. In Victoria, although the number of depositors in
the Post Office Savings Banks at the cloge of 1878 was 46,268, as com-
pared with 44,361 in 1877, the capital had decreased from 652,089.. to
623,0511., probably in consequence of the agricultural and commercial
depression which prevailed during the year. In New Zealand, the im-
provement in the business of the Postal Banks, which, after a short
interruption, was observable in 1877, continued throughout 1878, and
the transactions in number and amount were greatér than in any previous
year. On the 31st December 1878 there were 32,132 depositors, this
number being to the population in the proportion of 1to 13. An official
of the New Zealand Post Office visited this Department last year, for
the purpose of obtaining information as to the practical working of the
gystem. In’conclusion, I may allude to the Savings Bank in the Island
of St. Helena, respecting which papers were referred to mein September
last, for report on some proposed changes in its regulations. Founded in
the year 1865, this institution had only 71 depositors at the end of 1878,
or 1 in 88 of the population, the total amount standing to their credit
being 3,785/. Any person, with the approval of the Governor, might
deposit to the extent of 500/ in one year, and 1,000/ in all, receiving
interest at the rate of 24 per cent.; but the trustces realised nothing by
the investment of the moneys, so that the amount of the interest and
the expenses of the management became a charge upon the revenue of
the Colony. I therefore suggested that the maximum of deposits should
be assimilated to that proposed to be fixed in our own Post Office
Savings Banks and that, if no suitable investment, such as a public
debt or real securities, redeemable at short notice, could be found
in St. Helena itself, the trustees might make use of the British Funds,
and thereby obtain an annual income sufficient to pay interest to the
depositors, and cover the cost of the management.
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APPENDIX M.—continued.

(IL.) TaBLE showing the Number and Amount of CONTRAOTS entered into from
the Commencement of Business on 17th April 1865 to the 31st December
1879, and the Number and Amount of Contracts in existence on the 3ist

December 1879.

CONTRACTS GRANTED.

From 17 April 1865
31 Deoember 1878.

From 1 J)un. 1879
31 December 1879,

TOTAL.

No. | Amount. No.

Amount.

No.

I Amount,

Contracts for Annuities entered into
from the commencement of busi-
ness on 17th April 1865 to 3lst
December 1879, viz. :—

Immediate Annuities - -

Deferred  Annuities  and
MonthlyAllomees,Money
not returnable -

Deferred Annuities  and
Month Allowances, l{oney
returnable -

Contracts for Sums payable at
Death entered into from the cem-

mencement of business on the17th
April 1865 to the slst December

1879 -

Contracts for Annuities in exist-
enoe on the 31st December 1879,
vig.:—

Immediate Annuities - -

Deferred  Annwities _ and
MonthlyAllowmceo, Moncy
not returnable -

Deferred  Annuities  and
Monthl, Allomeel,Money
returnable - - -

Contracts for Sums payable at
Death, in existence on the 3191.

December 1879 - -

8,834 [111,661 8 8 15,2062 8

213 8960918 6| 14| 312 7

890512 0| 35 645 15

5,740 |451,830 5 6 18870 4

£ s d.l

5,988

7476

4314

126923 16 8

4222 3 6

9,661 7 0

470800 9 6

102,037 3 8

3648 1 6

5259 6 0

347,703 17 10
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APPENDIX O.

Staff of Officers.

AT the end of 1879 the Staff of Officers was as follows, as compared

with the Staff at the end of 1878.

On 31st On 31st
Dec. 1878. Dec. 1879.
I. Officers in the British Isles : —
(A.) Staff employed either wholly in postal
duties (including Money Order and
Savings Bank busmess) or partly in
postal and partly in melegraph dunes, viz.:
1 Postmaster General 1
6 Secretary, financial secretary assnstant 6
secretaries, surveyor general for Scot-
land, and secretary for Ireland.
23 Other superior officers in the Metropolitan 22
offices, viz. : heads of departments, chief
clerks, &c.
16 Surveyors - - - - - 16
13,881* Postmasters - - - - | 18,882
8,596 Clerks, &c. - - - - 3,803
16,872 Letter carriers, sorters, messengers, &e. - | 16,883
34 Mail guards and mail porters - - 28
3 Marine mail officers - - - 3
—| 84,432 34,644
: (B.) Staff cngaged exclusively on telegraph
duties, viz.: -
1 Assistant secretary - - - 1
.11 Chief engineers and other superior officers - 11
6,240 Clerks, telegraphists, subordinate engineers, 6,208
&e. .
5,196 Messengers, &c. - - - - 5,273
— 11,448 11,493
23 II. Postmasters, clerks, letter carriers, &c. in 23
the colonies, the posts of which are under
the direction of the Postmaster General.
B 23 ’ 23
44 III. Agents in foreign countries for col- 32
lection of postage, &ec.
44 32
45,947 46,192

* This number included clerks permanently in charge of lpo:zt offices. In the numbers for

the present year such officers are included un(ler the head of

“Clerks, &c.”
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APPENDIX R.

Official Cor;;pondenoe.

A StaTEMENT showing the WEIGHT of CORRESPONDENCE carried, and the VALUE of
PostaL SErvVICE performed, for the followmg Pablic Offices, &c in the Year ended
the 31st March 1880.

Englandand | Seotiand. Ireland. Total.
NAMES OP OPFICES. + § & ] & $ Pt <
‘ Sl E| 2|8 2 | 2| % |
E | 2| |8 & | 8| & | §
0z. 2 0z, £ 0z. £ oz. £
:&(]uﬂty Genms C; - - - — 97,300 485 97,300 | |, 455
mi ) mmls- - . _
rmymon?iaetohrml De rtm it Lo LA 88,900 278 000 u';::
Dﬂ en - — -, - -
Attorne; ﬂn 12,500 53 - - - - 12,500 53
Austra) E:.hibitlon, Com-} 8,450 38 — | = — — 8,450 38
misgioners of - g
of Education - - - - — | 18,400 T74 642,200 2,670 | 660,600 | 2,747
Board og Supervision - - 5 — | 80,400 | 125 - - 5?0,400 125
Board of Trade - - - 4,830 | 2,347 - | = — - 4,830
mf Wor}?s a4 - - - -— e - - 252,430 l.l:{g 252:;{;3 1,188
ni Loan Fun - - — - bt - 3 1
Chancellor, The Lord - - 25830 | 112 - | - - - 25,830 1ne
g m HCommumoners - lil’.wlm !li‘l)g —_ — —_ — lls,ggg 513
hel - - bl - - 1 105
Chief andoe%nder Secmtary, - -
el and, ander § 2} — | — | sou1w00]| 1820 401100 182
Civil Service Commumonm - 230,200 | 1,039 - - - - 230,200 ,089
Cle;kLof rg:e Pulia.ments.Bouse} $84,900 400 — - - . 384,900 400
of Lords - - y
Colonial Office - -| 450,100 | 8,220 - - —_ - 450,100 | 8,220
&mmnder gt I;.Ee l?ox-oest - —_ - - —_ o 41 800
Mmmissaria pnrtmen - -_— - - - ,800 428 91,800 428
Constabulary Office - - —_ —_ - 357,400 | 1,610 357:200 1,610
Convict gasons, Du'ectors of - X 14;850 5,;)—45 - —-_ 160,500 728 | 160,500 7
un ce =1 1,145, - - — | 1,148,850 X
BRI | | B|em|m| o | C| BB G
of - - — bt _ 450
grown Oﬂ‘lic.xla1 House of Lords - 8,550 35 | 87,000 | 355 ; - 95,550 ggg
rown and Hanaper - —_ — - - 17 800
hravh Pe - stosoo | 18| = | = | smaco| 136| ssomen| 1em
Exchequennd AudxtDe ment 114500 | 548 | 20200 | 83| — - 134,700 631
ll:me;a nng fl;enal!:lea (o] 18—5-.000 —_ - — 138,400 570 | 138,400 570
Forei - e - - 4,255 - | - - - 1
] iomlemé)fﬂee - - - | 1,022,100 | 8,603 —_ — — 1,02%,100 &g
Inland Revenue - - =138, 12,037 | 426,300 |1,775 490,000 2,165 15,977
pector of Fisheries - - - bl - e 84,100 390 84,100 b
Inspector General of Prisons - - - - | - 42,000 186 42,000 196
] nmnnh o ﬂoiz: und Annumes - 5338 21: - - - — 5‘13'{003 mg
ris| - - — -
Local Govermnent Bou'd = | 1,127,009 | 5,326 - - 388,000 | 1,710 | 1,515,009 | 7,038
Lord Lieutenant md anute} _ n
Secretary bl bt - ,200 53 11,200 53
geﬂ::::«\lée Marine Board f 4110% 2’51!1: - - - - 70,400 314
Seamen, Registrar o 1 -— - -_— bt 451,900
National Iéebt Office - 33,000 158 - | - 4;600 — 000 s,};g
nce Survey - - - - -— - X 218 48
Wmaster one Ci;& Sem - 5;&50 3—“ - - 39,500 185 39% %2
- 2 - bt - —_ 59,
Public Record Office - - - - - - 7,700 35 7:;& sg
caisier Houwse Kamburgh < = | = | qupo| my| S0 10| st 10
r House, urg - — —_ K 253 —_— — 61,000
istrar General - 456,400 | 1,296 (281,000 | 685 400,000 | 1,7 1,187,400 3,%:
Beglstm gff Pnen Soc;eta - lm 6(13: 6,060 25 8,100 10 1“.3503
Regist Trade - - - - 16, 61
Science and Art Department - | 1,108,777 | 4,570 - — - —_ 1
s S I T O Bt
onery ce - - - - - 56 268 | 110,
m:::mhaionm - - m X gg; -— - _300 - .6'3% m
v - - - - ¥ - | - — - 100
YValuation Office - - — — - | = 389,700 188 438:700 l'?w
gfvu om:‘ad Pors CO;n - | 2861200 (17,650 | 26,894 | 112 [ 102700 | 480 798 | 18,242
oods oresh, mw
waw{\.e d Buﬂd C oot bt | - B _ b 2
ommm-
Srxaand Buildings, } wao | 4| — |- | — — | oms0| s
Torats - - m,lsz,su 87,853 | 057,244 (3470 | 3,087,210 | 17,798 (21,076,965 | 100,060
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